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Mar. Sist. Nay, it is then out of doubt, it seems, if he owns it; but what will become of my sister ? now she will have reason to see how just my mother's injunctions were to us all; I fear she will reproach herself with the neglect of them.
Fa. My dear, she must reproach me with it; 'tis I have ruined her ; I have given her up.
Mar. Sist. No, sir, 1 think it lay upon her to have inquired into his principles in religion before she had given herself out of her own power.
Fa. My dear, she came to me, and questioned with me upon this very point: she asked me if he was a protestant, and I encouraged her, told her he was a protestant, and a very sober, good man.
Mar. Sist. 1 suppose, sir, you did not say positively that you were sure he was a protestant, but that, you believed so.
Fa. I assured her so much of its being my opinion, that I told her she need not fear it; and she again left it all to me, and depended upon me, and it is I that have betrayed and deluded her: in short, I have sold my child, and the peace of her life, for the toys and fine things of Italy : I have undone her; it is all owing to my being unconcerned for the better part.
Eld. Sist. Dear father, do not take the weight of it so much upon yourself: my sister knows it was her duty to have made a further search into it, and I pressed her to it in time, and with all possible importunity.
Fa. Child, you did right; and I believe she designed to follow your directions : But what assistance did 1 give her! how did I damp that resolution, when 1 stopped her mouth by telling her that I dared to say he was a protestant! She trusted to my assurance ; nay, she told me that she did so.
(Here the father repeats to her the discourse be-